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DUTCH SCHOOL._ ca.1480, ADORATION

CONDITION: Judging by the small detail X-rayed, the condition is excellent, only a very few minute holes showing in the shadowgraph.
UNDERPAINT: Precisely the same as surface of detail studied.
STYLE: The firm whites, with soft luminous treatment of flesh, the
simple contrasts in brush stroke for textural effects and the
handling of folds, all recall an early phase of Dirk Bouts, namely that
of the Madonna and Child in the National Gallery and the so-called
School of Ouwater Madonna and Child in the Metropolitan Museum, which
Friedlander calls an unknown follower of Dirk Bouts. There is a strong
resemblance between Mr. Kress' fine picture and the Metropolitan Museum's
picture. Others belonging to this group are a St. Martin in the Johnson
Collection (No.346; called School of Geertgen) and a Holy Family in
Hamburg (No.15 in the Kunsthalle Catalogue, attributed merely to a
Netherlands artist of about 1480). Out of this group may have come the
so-called Master of Alkmaar and the Master of the St. Joseph series in
Berlin.
CONCLUSION: This picture may prove to be the most important work in the
career of an artist who bears some relationship to Dirk Bouts who is not
to be identified with either Ouwater or the so-called Sybil Master. This
is an important painting and will bear close study, especially comparison
with the St. Joseph Master, who may also be related to the author of a
Christ Bearing the Cross, attributed to the Master of the Turin Adoration.
In all of these pictures, as in Mr. Kress', there is a distinct combination of Dutch and Italian characteristics and a certain intensity in
the expression of faces and hands which dimly recalls Hugo van der Goes.
All in all the nearest approach to the authorship of Mr. Kress' picture
is by way of the Berlin "Master of St. Joseph Series" and by way of Colin
de Coter, whose Madonna and Child in the Ryerson Collection seems to be
very similar in type to this MAlionna of Mr. Kress'. At the same time it
seems to me that Mr. Kress' painting is much finer in detail and more
spirited than any of the other paintings mentioned.
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A picture wnich seems from photographic reproduction to
agree in spirit and workmanship with Mr. Kress's remarkable
Adoration was published in Pantheon v. 7 p 99, upon the
occasion of its being exhibited in the Boymans Museum at
Rotterdam.

It is a Healing of the Blind, privately owned,

and was attributed to the Dutch School

ca.1400,neven

though the costumes appear to be not mudh earlier than in
Mr. Kress's Adoration.

If large photographs of this

picture could be obtained from the Boymans Museum it
might be possible to make an accurate comparison between
the two pictures.
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