
Jean-Antoine Houdon, 1741-1828
Giuseppe Balsamo, Comte di Cagliostro

TYPE OF OBJECT
Sculpture

DIMENSIONS
without base: 62.9 x 58.9 x 34.3 cm (24 3/4 x 23 3/16 x 13 1/2 in)

LOCATION
National Gallery of Art, Washington, District of Columbia

KRESS CATALOGUE NUMBER

K1907

IDENTIFIER

979

ARTIST

Houdon, Jean-Antoine, 1741-1828

NATIONALITY

French

DATE

1786

MEDIUM

marble

PROVENANCE
Possibly (sale, Galerie Georges Petit, Paris, 22-24 November 1826, no. 208, as Un Buste en marbre de Cagliostro par M. Houdon). [1] Sir
Richard Seymour-Conway, 4th marquess of Hertford [1800-1870], London and Paris; by inheritance to his illegitimate son, Sir Richard Wallace
[1818-1890], London and Paris; by inheritance to his wife, Julie-Amélie-Charlotte Castelnau, Lady Wallace [1819-1897], Paris and London; by
bequest to the Wallace's secretary and adviser, Sir John Murray Scott [1847-1912], London and Paris; by bequest to his friend, Josephine Victoria
Sackville-West, Lady Sackville [1864-1936], Paris; sold 1914 to (Jacques Seligmann & Cie, Paris and New York); [2] purchased February 1952
by the Samuel H. Kress Foundation, New York; [3] gift 1952 to NGA. [1] Anne L. Poulet, Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of the Enlightenment,
exh. cat., National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.; The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles; Musée et domaine national du château de
Versailles, Washington, D.C., 2003: 125. [2] The direct transfer from Sir John Murray Scott to Lady Sackville and then to Jacques Seligmann is
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described in Germain Seligman's book Merchants of Art, New York, 1961: 98-99. The sculpture was Seligmann Paris stock no. 7969 and New
York stock no. 2205 (Archives of American Art, Seligmann Papers, NY Stock Catalogues, Box 280, folder 8, copy in NGA curatorial files).
Germain Seligmann, manager of Seligmann's New York branch, is listed as the owner in the catalogue of the 1932 exhibition of French art in
London, and in Robert Cecil's 1950 article, "The Remainder of the Hertford and Wallace Collections," Burlington Magazine, XCII (June 1950):
170, no. 24. The bust was in Paris when the Nazis invaded in 1940 and was confiscated with other portions of the Seligmann family collections at
that time. It was recovered and returned to France in 1947. Correspondence concerning Germain Seligmann's efforts to have the bust shipped
from France to the United States beginning in 1948 can be found in the Seligmann papers, Archives of American Art, Box 141 (copies in NGA
curatorial files). [3] The invoice for the purchase of the bust was included with a letter of 8 February 1952 from Seligmann's New York branch to
the Kress Foundation (copy in NGA curatorial files). The bust was sent to Washington from New York a week later.

ACCESSION NUMBER
1952.5.103

KRESS NUMBER
1907

LEGACY NGA NUMBER
A-1627

1 ACQUISITION

Jacques Seligmann & Co., February 8, 1952

1 DISTRIBUTION

Gift to National Gallery of Art, October 15, 1952

EXTERNAL LINKS

Related Collection Record
https://www.nga.gov/collection/art-object-page.41718.html

Related National Gallery of Art Library Image Collections Record
https://library.nga.gov/permalink/01NGA_INST/1p5jkvq/alma99298073804896

1 ARCHIVAL ITEM

K1907 - Condition and restoration record, circa 1950s-1960s

RECORD LINK
https://kress.nga.gov/Detail/objects/979
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